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Red@lced Use, January-Ju‘n_e, 2008 vS..2007 (in hundreds of cubic feet)

! Newhall_ County Water District: ity Waterworks No. 36: 17,240
101,696 -~ cent reduction)

¢ Total Vai'l'_éywi;ge:l?@edqptidﬁ, First 6 Monihs of 2008.vs. 2007: 7.6 percent

| Source: Castaic Lake Warer_ Agency ; oné cubic foot equals 7.48 gallons

 ing proposed, but for the planners to Heai"

what you think. .

In short, this is the appropriate ven-
ue in which to ask questions like, “How
much will this valley grow, and what is
beirig done to ensure that it grows re-
sponsibly?” . : .

. Water supply is one of many factors
City and County planners are taking into
consideration as they develop their plan,
and CLWA and the local water retailers
are closely coordinating with the City and
County planners to ensure they have all

“the relevant and up-to-date information

. they need about the SCV's long-term wa-

ter supply outlook. . _
Thatis, afterall, our role. As water sup-
pliers, we don't regulate growth, Rather, _
we are responsible for securing and deliv-
ering water to the community to the best
of our ability. As a result, CLWA and the -
rétailers are constantly reviewing and up-
dating our own water supply planning ef:- .
forts to adjust for changing circumstanc-

es. We don’t just plan year-by-year — we -

also look well into the future and take into
account long-term water supply availabili-
ty, inclading how to manage the invariable
fluctuations that occur due to wet years,

dry years and al of the years in begweens _
.. conundrum, I’s just the right thing to do.

In fact, our current conservation ef:
forts are much more about promoting

a permanent ethic of using water wise-

ly than they are solely about dealing with
the short-term impacts of the current
drought. s

Environmental
Impact Meeting

¥ When: Tonight at 6 p.m. o
® Where: Santa Clarita City Hall; *
23920 W. Valencia Boulevard.

Yet, the “rumblings of discontent”
persist, coming primarily from those
who view water as a tool to prevent new
homes from being built, '

- The questions have been posed:

B Why are we conserving?

M How will we conserve? :

B Who exactly is it that we are con-
serving for?

The answers are simple:. -

‘B Why conserve; We are, conserving
because it’s good resource management.’

- We're obligated to use all of our resourc-
.es wisely — not just water, but all natu- -
ral resources. As water suppliers;CLWA - -

and the retailers would be crazy to advo-
cate the senseless squandering of an ever-
increasingly valuable resource.

"8 How we’ll conserve: There are

* many common-sense ways to use water

moreefficiently that cause little if any in-
convenience to water customers. A re-
cent Signal commentary by CLWA Gen:
eral Manager Dan Masnada outlined
some of them, and we also offer easy-to-
use conservation tips on our Web site,
www.clwa.org, -

‘B Who it’s for; We are conserving
for ourselves and our children or, in oth-.
er words, those of us who are here today.
and those of us who will be here tomor-
row. Qur community should conserve to-
gether and reap the benefits together. We
‘believe all Californians have arighttoa
reasonable, dependable water supply. We

- believe we have the supply management

tools in place to ensure they will have it,
and ongoing conservation is simply one
of those tools. .

The water professionals at CLWA and-
the four local water retailers embrace the

- .. challenge of securing our community’s

water supply, and they place a high val-

. Ue on not just conserving water, but also

on efficiently managing the SCV’s water
supply portfolio in a manner that is en-
vironmentally responsible and will best

.serve the community’s residents — all of

‘them, now and in the future. :
. Water conservation is anything but a

R.J.Kelly is the Vice Presiderit of the.
Castaic Lake Water Agency.Board of Di-
rectors. -His column reflects the Agen-
cy's views, and not necessarily those of

. TheSignal.



