Local Commentary Water

- Striking a balance in_

Courtesy photo

The Sacramento San Joaqum Delta is a wildlife habitat and a major source of water for
25 million Callfornlans and morethan 1,000, 000 acres of farm land.

n all the de,bate over what

should be done to resolve the

crisis in the Sacramento-San-
Joaquin Delta, it’s important the
end result is an ecosystem solution
that protects a variety of species —
including people.

A great deal of energy and polit-
ical capital have been expended in
the effort to-protect wildlife like the
Deita smelt, a small fish unique to
the Delta that typically only lives
through one annual-spawning sea-
son.

Not to belittle the importance
of the 3-inch fish; we shiould, of
course, always consider the im-
pacts of human activity on wildlife.

However, at the same time as re-
ductions in pumping of wa-
tér from the Delta have
been ordered to protect the |
smelt and other fish spe-
cies, those reductions cou-
pled with an ongoing
drought have had signifi-
¢ant impacts on the state’s
human residents.

“That’s why the Casta-
ic Lake Water Agency and
other State Water Project
contractors are providing financial
and technical support to the Cal-
ifornia Department of Water Re-
sources’ Delta Habitat Conserva-
tion and Conveyance Plan process,
which aims to net only restore
wildlife habitat in and around the
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Delta, but also to ensure and pro-
tect a valuable source of fresh wa-
ter for people. !

The timing of this effort is cru-
cial. What happens now and over

For courts and regulatory
agencies to ignore the very
real human impacts of this
crisis and focus primarily on
the health of fish is unbalanced
and unsustainable.

the next couple of years will have
lasting impacts ‘on the future of
California, for wildlife and human
beings alike.

_ The Delta is a vital location; it’s
an éstuary and river delta where
‘he Sacramento and San Joaquin-

rivers meet and connect to the San
Francisco Bay. It’s not only a wild-

. life habitat, but also a major source
_of water for 25 million Californians

and more than a million acres of
farm land in the San Joaquin Val-
ley.

.Thanks to timely water supply-
acquisitions by Castaic Lake Water,
we here in the Santa Clarita Valley
have had the good fortune to avoid
extreme measures like mandatory
reductions in water use as we cope
with the drought and the Delta wa-
ter pumping restrictions that have -
been imposed over the past two
years to protect smelt, salmon and
other fish species.

Nonetheless, we are strongly ad-

vocating an ongoing ethic of
_ smart water use and conser-

vation, as it’s important to
use the resources efficiently
even in wet years.

But elsewhere in the state,

the direct impacts of the .

drought and the regulato-

ry decisions are serious, real

and immediate.

According to the

Association of California
Water Agencies, some 49 agencies
throughout the state have been
forced to resort to mandatory
reductions in water use, affecting
the-quality of life for millions of

Se DELTA, D3

e

FYE COENR



E:MN% 2y ] fo asoi Ajravs .

~§200U JOU pUD smata s, Aouadp ay;

83021 f24 uwinoD SIEY “S4030241(] fo

pApog Louady 4ainy ayv M1pIsv)
ayy fo yuoprsasd s1 dpayy vy
-adoy 3594 N0 3]

"yeys 1snif op 03 s)joas sssooad g

-OHd 94} puB — S90IM0S3I S BN

oY} aSeuBW 0} 152G MO SPIOAP oM

se spoedw yewny pue spedu (23

-USWUOIIAUS UdaM19q 90URIRq 9]q
-8:&0 ue 911S 0] padu om

"9U100 0} SIBAK -

?uE 10§ SUBIUIOFI[E)) 0] 90INOSAI
snioroo1d e'se sjqejIeA® oq 03 sehurj
s -=oo uoi3a1 el JY) WOI Iotem
;u.& JBY} 2INSUS 0) ABMm 2[qIsuodssy

AJ12IUsUWIuoIIAUS U SUIpuly ‘00]
‘SURINY J1[} JOJ JIoMm J]IM pUE ‘S)E)

-1qBY 2ANISUSS PUR SWIASAS003 Jur

~4499301d ‘JI[P1M-9Y) J0J JIOM JjIsm

Sﬁ U0 —— uoNNjos Jey) e SuIAL

~1¥ 18 9oURYD 150q oty mﬂu;o.a
wmooo.& dODHA 9y ‘Yons sy

*ssa001d uelq

uo:mmo\EoU PUR UOIBAIDSUO)) 18}

-192H B2 21 YSnoay) payynuopy

'9q [[1M SJUSWIRTS 2SOY) JO UOTIRY
~IqUO [B3P1 3Y SSNEIDQ SN}

[1144 GONN[OS SY3 W10} Jeym AJ108

"-X9 ABS 0] UOOS 001 S,JI “ISASMOY]

"palyItiapl usaq Apeaife oAey uoly
-NjOS Y} JO STUDIAS Y} IASY3G

- 9M ¢UOIMIOS o1 ST A[BOEX TRy M

"sIs110 Ajddns yorem pue

[BIUSWIUOIIAUS JUSLIND AU} PIOAB -
BIUIOJI[RY) padjoy aAry [[om Aewr

SIuSUIISIAUL 350U TIspuiy uy -
'$1500 payoafoid sy Jo asneosq
13ed u1 “spoofoxd SINONIISTIFUL 1)

~BM I9YI0 JO I9qUINU € YiIm Suope .

‘[eues [eioydiied yepruis e pring o3
Tesodoxd e pojesyop s19)0A S,91)S

. -o1)) 0Fe 1204 uoass-Ayuamy, *
‘setjddns rerem pajioduy 1o ui
SPLIOLYO JO SJaAs] A1) Furonpal 4q

101391 N0 IJOUq pPUE 19jBM JO K-

-1enb ayy aaoxdui osfe pyriom 31
. Usy s@l
-Ied oE o sdund 1o0lo14 Aojep
[e1us)) pue 109foxg Iajep oreig

3 jo syordwi oy 2onpa1 pue By
-13( SY) PUNOIE JOATY OJUSWEIoRS

QY WIOIJ I9)eM [SI].JN01 PInom

ey} eues jeloydusad & pling 03 s[e

-sodoxd Suipnjout ‘suonn(os jo £30
-11ea € uttediuoo Ajesnynusios si

'ss0001d urq souRASAUO)) PuUE UOH.

-miomcoo 1eNqeH B)a( Y.L
“a3enb

-y1ae 1ofew e Surpue)syim jo

s} 9y} 01 dn g 0} Pa1APISHOD JoU
aIe BY[a(T 92 UT $3949] SuiSe ‘uon

*-IPPE U] “JS[{RlUS Yonw Sem uolne[n
~-dod a1) usym ‘08¢ sapeosp pausis

-9P 9IoM BIUIOJTIE)) MOY3no1y)
oSN UI swssAs 93e1031S pue LIoAl]
-9p Ia1BM uﬁ 30 Aueur ‘royjan,]

J1osu yySnoip

-9} pue ‘SoU0-9AIJRU S} YIM [jom
ISIX000 A[LIBSS900U 1 UOP JRY) SI10
-3ds aarjeu-uou woiy spoedui
‘a3ueyd oJeWI[d 0} aNp S[9AI] BAS

Sursux ‘uopnjjod saoey eljeQ YL

wc_m:o:a:o oI SONIAIOR 882 |,
"BYo(] 91 10}
~“suondo a3 Jo spoedul oy 9zAe
-ue 0} paredaid Suyeq st Juowe)e)s
yoedu; eyuswuoIiAuaatodai yord
-] [BJUSUIUOITAUD [BISPAJ-9IB)S
u10f 2 — $59901d 213 103 Swrpuny

pue 110ddns [BOIUYO) PAINGLIIH0D.

- T SBY YOIyM ‘ISIBAN SYeT] OreISE)
- Buipnjour — sorousde Jo A1o1
-BA ov;p BJO tomazm ay yum

. < sueldIoNye)
© uoypu gz o sorpddns 191eM S19A1]
--op A|qerjer ey fem ® UL SALISYSI]

B)[3(J 10J 1elIqRY 91031591 03 Ssd001d
Sumruaad jejusmuonaus ue Furw

-ue|d e s1 ue]q eouekoruo)) pue
UOIJBAIISUOY) JeNqEH BIO(] 9L

" "Ino pajyIiom

94 UBD SUONNOS W19)-3U0] a19YM
yied e s1 a10y) ‘A[p1euniioq

‘Jjows ay3 309301d 0) — parop

-10 Apeaije sno asoy) Jo doj uo —

jusa1ad (] JeuolIppe ue £q 03
0] SOLIOAT|Op 193eMm JOJ Pafeo uoad
-Injs U918 pue projed)ls ‘Uowes
Yooury) Sunosyoxd ye pawure uot
-uido [eo13ojo1q & yuow 5=
. "90IAIS SOLIBYSIY
SuLIe [BUOLIEN S} 4q PAISPIO
SYORQINO [RUOTIIPPE 298] OS[E SO
-praoad 1o1em 23e3s ‘Buidwind 1ojem
ut suolonpal-SuLISpIo £q JouIs B)
-1od 2y 309101d 03 pousisop a1e
1e saeok om] 3sed oy3 1040 sFurna
MNoY) 111SI "ST):J0 S31I9s Pazid
~1[qnd-yonur sy 03 uOBIppe Uj

, "3]qRUIRISNSUN pUe PIOTE|Eq
-Ln ST ysyy Jo yipeay oy uo Ajtewm.

-11d snooj-pue sisId sty Jo syoedu
ueumny yeax K194 3y 210U31 01 $910
-usge A1o3engo1 pue S11N02 10y

“JoJeMm JO e[ e Aq
“paorduwr g ued 2103S £100018 oy
¥e sao11d pue (A1ddns-pooy 03 pan £

+ F30271pur pue A9a11p) Juswfordurd

‘sad1A19s 91BIS ‘sanjea Aedoid Su
-papour Suyy£Ioa0 se ‘a1 uroxy
— dn ‘sdeyiad ‘lo — umop 31
oL s1oedwl S1Wou0ds SiY Y.
"ONUSAS ULIEY up
uorjiu 0gg$ pue sqof 0pg‘sg porewr
. -11Sa-ue 1509 aaey A3[jeA umbeor
" ueS oy} ul sa3e110ys 10tem ‘Kepy
Jo se 1eyy partodor sey ‘s1ae(] ‘eru
_-lojifed yo ANSIDATUN) oY} puy
“Juooiad gf Sunisd
-8es ® 1e Surioaoy si ojel EoENAoE
-waun oy sy10dol ssa1g pajeroossy
YL ‘W3noip oyy 10§ A310 13350d,,
J0 1108 & 3W093q SeY Jetj} OUSaL] JO
159M UMO] [RINI € “BJOPUSIA] U]
__"Pamole] s1.puej se
3I0Mm JO JNO 318 SSNIUNIIWIOD [eIn}
-nonide ul s1dj1om wiiey e Su
-jons,, pue bv Bu108 sfjem uayoLyS
-)YSnoip Jo s31103s [jo} s1oMIIRY
“UOIIBAISSUOS PDIO]
pue SIOUSIUISAUOIUT JOUTTL vao»un
19m 08 ﬂoaaﬁ: o ‘owos J0g -
mcu_Eo.«:so

1Q woaj panunuod)

e}jeg

- Jo7 = & 0\





