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Local Commentary . Castaic Lake Water Agency

R.J.Kelly

l ike many organizations,
here at (he Castaic Lake
Water Agency we view the

end of one year — and the begin-
ning of the next -~ as a time of
transition and an oppnrlumty to
take stock of where we've been
and where we're headed.

Where have we been? If you'll
pardon the expression, we've been
navigating some pretty challeng-
ing waters.

. Where are we headed? Toward
a future in which Santa Clarita
Valley residents will continue to
benefit from a clean and reliable
supply of pqtable'water, in wet
years and dry years alike.

This is the first of a two-part
commentary, in which we reflect
upon our efforts of the past year.
and outline our major goals and
objectives for 2009.

Today we look at 2008, which
was an especially challenging year
for water agenc:es throughout'Cal-
ifornia. CLWA'is no exception in
facing those.challenges, but I'm
proud to say CLWA has been ex-
ceptlonal in how well it has met
them

- Unider the forward-thml\mg

leadership of our executive staff, ..’

our board and.fiy} redecessor ag
board presideqt, Bill Pecsi, CLWA -
has been able to chipe Wwith: drcught
and court rulings that have creatgd
uncertairtty regarding waté Sup-- -

0 ccomplrshments
of the Casta/c Lake WaterA oF cy ln 2008

Source:

'Caistaic take Water Aéeni;}? -

tion to force lhe former and pres-
ent owners of the site to take re-
-sponsibility for cleanup.

We negotiated a favorable scttle-
ment that has resulted in construc-
tion of pipelines and a treatment
plaht'that will return two of those
wells to service. .

In 2008, we started and have
made substantial- progress on the

construction, and I'm proud to say .

we have accompllshed this with -

mmlmal inconvénience to motor- ..
|sts and rieatby busmesses :

pliés delivered-through tiic. Sa(;ra- ,' iga

mento-San foaquin Delta.

Here are some snapshats of -
these challenges as well as capi-
taliprojects we-tackled durmg the
past year:

B The Whlttaker-Bcrmltc site
cleanup; Anyone who has. fol-"
lowed local.news over the past-de-
cade is familiarwith the contam-
ination of soil and groundwater at
the site of the former Whittaker-
Bermite munitions manufacturing
plant Decades of weapans testing
contaminated several local wells
with perchlorate, a rocket fuel by-
product that has been linked to
thyroid pr oblems in humans,

7In 1997, three local Water retail:
ers closed four contaminated wells
to keep perchlorate from entering
_ the'water supply. In 2000. we and
the three retailers pursued litiga-

repared

'byC A-and the.four local waler o

retallers

“The trial court prevrously up-
held the.plan. However, the plam—
‘'tiffs appealed and prolonged the .
litigation, only to abandon their -
appeal severak:months ago.

Weve alsd achieved important
trial court victories in defending
against a pair of stiil-pending law-
suits by so-called environmen-
tal organizations that are trymg to
block CLWA from acqumng wa-
ter that would help us continue to

Inegt.current and future needs.
. The pla,mtlffs View iwater sups -

: ply as a “hammer” they can use to

control growth We view these ac-
quisitiops — \s/ater transfers we've
negotiated with other agencies ~

: ..' a’n inng

k)

as valuable and environmental-

ly sound ways to help us meet the

valley’s water needs. .
So far, the courts have agreed

with us dnd have continued to up-

" hold-our legal nght fo purchase

this wate
W Heljii g‘keep your sewer
costs’ dow s In

e expated with Jocal,
water-fé&lle ,‘Los’Angeles Coun-

. ‘ty-Sanifation Districts and others

ain regulafory approval of
ive way to manage the
impaicts of.chloride in water dis-
¢harged into the Santa Clara Riyer
the local wastewater tréatmeit
'plants —called the Alternative -

“Water Resources Management .

pl
his “outside-the-box sofution
is desrgned to protect salt-sensitive
agrlculture downstream in Ventu-
:ra County, while also significantly.

~reducing futuré wastewater treat-
. ment costs. .

The AWRM plan avoids the
need for costly construction of -,
treatment facilities and a brine line
to,the ocean. In short, the AWRM
planis amuch less expensive and-
much, mare: envxrpnmentally ben-

* efictal approach than'the origi=
nal one contemplated by the Los _
. Angqles ,Countya,Reglonal Water.

- Quality Ecnteot Board, which Jjust

last month approved the AWRM
plan, .- -
We are proud of reachmg aso-

lution that’s in the best interests of

. SCV. This process has identifi ed

-Delta:: Two-court rullngs were..-

the customers we and the Samta-
tion Districts:have in common.

M Auiintegrated water plan:.
Along Wih the local water retail- |
ers and otheér stakeholders, we.

. completed the Integrated Region-

al Water Management Plan for the

a number of water-related proj-
ects that will be eligible for state

" grants.

The mlent of lhe IRWMP is to

’ prom te reglonal cooperation and
- improve dyatex supply rehabllxty, wa-

ter-recycling, cohservation, Tecre-
ation.and enwronmental protectlon
xpand Ag part of
g etforts to:meet.grow-
L, we corit lleted desifn

Xpal
Vista; Water Treatment Plant. This

-estimated $45 million project will

double the capagity of Rio Vista -
from 30 million gallons to 60 mil-
lion gallons-per day. )

M Finished-construction of a ,
major.pipeline; CLWA completed
construction.of the- Sapd Canyon’

- project, the last major'’component.

of'our wholesale pipeline system.

- The project:i$ now on line, ard it

consists of a new pipeline, pump .

- station and reservoir servmg the

eastern portion of thg. valley '
M Responding:to Issues in the

handed down-that are expected to
have long:term effects on Califor-

© rifa water avallablhty Both rulings-

addressed pumping of water fromm'
the Sacramento-San Joaquin;Del-

ta, resulting in a court order that
reduces the.amount of water that:
can be'pumped to protect a threat-.
ened fish, the Delta Smelt. -

This affects all agencies, such

as CLWA, that receive water from

the State Water Project. As-a re-
sult, we coordinated with the ¢ity
of Santa Clarita and Los-Angeles

~County regarding its impact on the,

local water supply. :

We modified our SWP-supply .
projections and, thanksito our di-
verse water supply portfolio, and
storage programs, we determined
we were still able to meet the
needs not only.of our existing cus-
tomers but also to continue meet-
ing the valley's. future needs, .

W Conservation nutreach

'Con5|dermg the ongeing drought

ell as the Delta-related chal-
lenges, we launched a public out-
reach program advocating con-
servation. Rather than simply
promoting conservation during
dry years, we and the local water

tetailers are advocating a new,

permanent-water use ethic. .
:Even-wheir this drought

* we believe it's important to comn-

tinuously strive.for efficient use

. of this mcreasmgly valuable re- .

source.
Whien. somethmg is. relxable —
you use it every day and it's'al-’
ways there when  you need it —
it’s only natura] that 3 you might..

_ take jt for granted. However, [
,belleve the sucgessful.efforts of

your local ‘water professxonals in
meeting a diverse array of chal-
lenges in 2008 illustrates the .
fact that'a clean, reliable supply
of water doesn t just ‘happen.”.
It's.only there for youev-. . .
ery day asa result of v1gllance.
smart plannmg and passionate. .

_..determmatlon on the .part of the

people who make it their mis-,

- sion to:bring. yeu this. vital.-re<

source, |
And, as proud as we are of

these-successes in the past. year,

our efforfs, do not come.to.an .,

" end.

Securing and. dehvermg your
water supply is a job.that is on-.

- going, contmuously, from one-

year to the riext.
- In:our second installment of.
this two-part.conimentary, we'll -

‘take:a look 2head -at the rest of. -

this year, and butline.our goals,
objectives'and plans to:contin-
ue meeting these and.other chal-.

. ’l'enges-head-o‘n in-2009: - -

“R.J..Kelly-is president of the:

.Castaic Lake Water. Agency Boam’

of Bitectors. His column reflects
the agéncy's.views and not neces-

sarilythose’of The Signal. '+




