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Local Commentary - Water

A sense of urgency, equahty

to address Delta goals

_ Part ] of2

for a state waking up to a wa- -

ter supply nightmare: Legisla-
tors in Sacramento are aggressive-
ly tackling a raft of bills aimed at
solving the crisis in the Sacramen-
to-San Joaquin Delta.

There are just days left in the

leglslatlve session, and time is fast
running out for our representatlves

It’s a welcome sense of urgency

-to get anything significant accom-- -

plished this year.

Legislators from both major po-
litical-parties and both houses. of
our state Legislature have pledged
to make water a top priority in
these final days of the session as
they. try to hammer out legislation
that not only addresses the water
supply and ecosystem problems in
the Delta, but also figures out how
to pay for the solutions at a time -
when California is more fiscally
strapped than ever.

At the Castaic Lake Water
Agency, we are applauding the ef-
fort — cautiously.

CLWA has joined the Associ-
ation of California Water Agen-
cies and other water associations
and agencies in urging legxslators
to keep several key principles in
mind as they try to craft what may
be a package of Delta legislation
to be considered by the state Sen-
ate and Assembly within the next
week.

‘First and foremost, we beheve
any Delta solution must recognize

" SCVVoices

ecosystem restoration and wa-
ter supply reliability as co-equal
goals.

- This recognltxon that both prlor—
ities warrant equal consideration is

so important that we are calling on

our state’s elected leaders to cod-
ify the equal importance. of these.
two goals in the leglslatlon itself. =
Some might think the goals of
restoring the Delta ecosystem and ,

ensuring a reliable supply of water

from the Delta would be at odds
with each other. However, we be- .
lieve the exact opposite is true.

As it stands now, the Delta’s fu-
ture is unsustainable, either for the
sake of the ecosystem or the wa-
ter supply.

“Without a reliable water supply
that supports and sustains a recov-
ering economy, there is no capac-
ity to invest in the environment,”
notes a-joint Aug.-17 letter to key
legislators from a group of major
California water associations and
agencies, including CLWA. “And
without a robust and sustainable -
Delta environment there won’t be
reliable water supply.” .

California can’t afford to solve
one problem or the other. It must
solve both. '

To give one goal short shrift is
to sabotage the other. The crisis
has been building for years, but
it’s now immediate. And it’s not

Jc, with unacceptably high hu- -
" man, economic and env1ronmental

(,5

Tinp

an exaggeration to say the conse-,;.
quences of failure are catastroph-

g
e

costs. .
Over the past. couple of years _J':
California has endured the im-
pacts of federal court decisions
that fail to recogmze the co- equal‘,
nature of these.two issues.
“As thé courts have ordered ~
pumpmg from the Delta to be re-

“dii€ed in order to protect the De ta"
_smelt salmon and other fish'spe- -

cies, they have worsened the al-
ready significant water supply im-"
pacts.of a three-year drought for

- the 25-million residents, business-.”

es and farms whose water supplles

-depend on the Delta.

This, coupled with aging and
seismically vulnerable Delta in-
frastructure, has rendered these i 1s-
sues more urgent than ever. "L

That’s why we at CLWA have "
endorsed the Bay Delta Conser- /',
vation Plan. We believe any leg-
islative attempt to resolve the cri- -

" sis must recognize the Bay Delta
‘Conservation Plan and facilitate it

— rather than hinder it — as a key

-tool to addressing the technical is-..
‘sues in resolving the Delta crisis.

On Thursday: More on the Bay
Delta Conservation Plan and its
effects.

R.J. Kelly is president of the
Castaic Lake Water Agency Board A
of Directors. His column reflects .

‘the agency’s views, not necessarily:,

those of The Signal.
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he Bay ‘Delta’ Conservatlon
Plan —endorsed by the Casta-

ic Lake Water-Agency asa key
tool to- addressing the téchnical is~

sues in resblvmg the Delta crisis —

~ follows a natlonally recogmzed hab-

itat conservation planning process
advocated by state and federal en-
dangered § species laws. -

The plan is being developed by a
diverse collection of water agencies,
biologists, environmentalists, eng1—

-neers and policy. experts.
- Those. involved are commltted to
.. the equal goals of creating a more re-
- liable water: system and helpinig fish
species recover in the Delta. - °
The Bay Delta Conservation Plan
effortis- collaboratlve, public-and sci-
ence-based. The issues are difficult
and often controversial.
. Perspectives around the table vary
widely, leading to candid and hvely
~debate.. Out of this transparent pro-
- cess, common ground and real solu-

tions — so elusrve in the past — are-

emergmg

‘The plan will createa permlttmg :

: process to enable water providers to

-design-a-new -delivery system that

will help protect fish species. ... .

Its process goes far beyond bare-
bones. compliance with individu-
al endangered species laws; it aids

the recovery -of numerous species at

once and the restoration of thousands

of acres of habitat.

. California’s state and’ federal wa-
ter delivery:systems were’ built - a

half-century agoand no. longer meet

- modern, economlc and env1ronmen-
tal néeds.

A critical element of the’ Bay Del- :

ta Conservation Plan involves the

study of a possible new canal or other -
structure 1o separate ! the conveyance -

of freshwater deliveries from the nat-
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ural ﬂows in the Delta durmg perl-
ods critical to the fisheries.

- This would, involve a delicate bal-
ancmg act of diverting water otit of
the Sacramento River when rain and
Sierra snowmelt are plentiful with-
out causing harm to water quality
and fish, ‘

The. situation is different than it

_ was a quarter-century ago, the last
. titne California considered a canal.

" The Bay Delta Conservation Plan

represents a far more comprehensive

plari that would help protect fish, and

“a new cornveyance facility would be
paid for by public water agencies, not
- the state general fund.

And a possible ‘canal is onlyaone

.component of the Bay Delta Conser-

vation Plan, which. includes a long
list of measures to enhance the Delta

ecosystem, some of which would be -

approprlately funded through public
sources. -
Lastly, -as legislators roll up their

sleeves to-crafta package of water

bills, we ask that they also:
8 Béar in mind the need for a bal-
anced approach to funding, includ-

_ing a public financing component
“to complement the investments that

will ‘be made by Cahforma water
agencies.- "

Readmg between the lines: It’s

likely California will need to seek
voters’ approval of a funding mech-
anism to cover part of.the expense
of -an overall Delta ‘solution, which

,may include new water storage fa-
cilities and other mfrastructure im-
provements in, addmon ito a convey- .

ance facility. :
| Avoid lettmg broader statew1de
issues: unduly divert-the focus from

"ﬁndmg a‘Delta solution. Issues like

sense of urgency, equahty
0 address delta goals

. conser Vat101’1, groundwater manage-

ment and water rights are all ifripor-
tant, too, but the Delta issue’s urgen-

.Cy is unrivaled. -
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- 8 Ensure that, any new bodres or

existing authorities, and that they are
designed to promote pursuit of the co-
equal goals of ecosystem testoration
and water supply reliability.

As -you absorb all of this infor-
mation, you might ask, “What can I
dof],’

Every voice matters. You can visit
the Southern California Water Com-
mittee’s Web site, www.socalwater.
org, and click on the link “Delta Call
to Action.”

There-you will find the water com-
mittee’s Delta policy position, which
has been endorsed by Castaic Lake
Water Agency and many other agen-
cies.

If you would like to add your name
as a supporter, or if your business or
organization would like to do so, you

~ review boards created to oversee the.
Delta solution: are not duplicative of

can download forms to return to the’

water committee-and join us in advo-

cating ‘a sustamable solutdon for the -

Delta.

" We're glad to see the sense of ur-

e

gency in Sacramerito is real — there .

seems to be recognition among.leg-

islators that this is not an issue to be.

dealt with so‘rne time in the future, but
now. :
Hopefully; w1th thlS sense of urgen-

sustainable Delta ecosystem-and a re-
liable water supply are equal in im-

goals is dependent upon the other.
" Our state’s future depends on it.
‘R.J. Kelly is president of the

bCastazc Lake Water Agency Board

¢y, our leaders will remember that a -

‘portance; and in fact each of the two

of Directors. His column reflects the

agency’s -views and not necessarily
those of The Signal.



